Monitored 
telecasts 
of radicals 
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A company that operates in 
Evanston and four other cities 
apparently has been used by 
the Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy in its domestic surveillance 
of American radicals and dis- 
sidents. 

Radio and TV Reports Inc’ 
allegedly provided the CIA 
with transcripts of the radio 
and television appearances of 
antiwar activists, civil rights 
leaders and other dissidents’ 
suspected of subversive con- 
nections, a source in the in- 
telligence community told The 
Daily News. 

A CIA spokesman in Wash- 
ington^ confirmed that the 
agency has been using Radio 
and TV Reports for “several; 
years” to provide transcripts- 
of appearances of persons of ; 
interest to the CIA. 

The CIA spokesman, how-’ 
ever, denied there was any-; 
thing illegal about the use of - 
the monitoring service. Recent 
transcripts purchased from the 
company were of a “general 
nature/' the spokesman said. 

AN OFFICIAL of Radio and 
TV Reports in New York flatly 
denied that his company had a 
contract with the CIA or any 
other government intelligence 
agency until he was confronted 
with the CIA's admission that 
they do use the company's ser- 
vices. 

Reacting to reports of CIA 
domestic surveillance. Presi- 
dent Ford recently appointed 
an e i g h t-man commission, 
headed by Vice President Nel- 
son A. Rockefeller, to in- 
vestigate the CIA. 

Several congressional com* 
mittees also are expected to 
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!begin their own independent 
•investigations of the _ CIA, 
Iwhich is forbidden by law to 
; conduct domestic surveillance. 

! RADIO and TV Reports is 
3ieadquartered in New York 
•and has offices in Washington, 
•Los Angeles, Detroit and at 
•1723 W. Howard in Evanston. 

t 

• Employes of the Evanston 
•office refused to discuss their 
’.clients, referring all questions 
•to the New York headquarters. 

• George Magee, spokesman 

• 

president, David Fins, also in 
New York. 

Fins was either “not avail- 
able” or did not return any 
phone calls made to his office 
by The Daily News the last 
two weeks. 

On Friday, Magee said Fins 
is "a very busy man” and 
sugggested that any questions 
be mailed to him. 

ALTHOUGH the CIA ad- 
mitted it had used the com- 
pany's services, it would not 
confirm nor deny allegations 



1967. 

“We can’t tell what the sub- 
ject matter was," the CIA of- 
ficial said. The transcripts 
“were distributed to persons 
who were interested. And that 
was it." / 

AS AN example of material 
the CIA might want, the spokes- 
man mentioned author Victor 



for Radio and TV Reports, at 
first denied that his company 
had ever done any business 
with the CIA or any other in- 
telligence group. 

“That question I have no 
problem with," Magee said. 
“We have not, never have had, 
any contract with any govern- 
ment intelligence agency." 

AFTER MAGEE was told 
that the CIA admitted using 
the company’s services, Ma- 
gee suggested that questions 
I be made to the company's 

that it has used the company 
to keep tabs on the broadcast 
speeches of radicals. 

“On your specific question, 
we just can't answer because 
the data aren't "there," The 
spokesman said. 

The CIA spokesman said 
his agency does not keep rec- 
ords on the subject of the 
transcripts purchased from 
Radio and TV Reports. But 
financial records, he said, in- 
dicated purchases from the 
company go back at least to 



Marchetti, a former CIA agent, 
whose book, “The CIA and the 
Cult of Intelligence," was cen- 
sored by the federal courts 
after the CIA complained that 
it revealed matters sensitive to 
the country.’s security 

Maybe if Marchetti would 
turn up somewhere plugging 
his book, we would want what 



he says and what the other 
guy says, in an effort to keep 
track of things ... Just the 
way we do with newspapers," 
the CIA spokesman said. 

MOST OF Radio and TV Re- 
ports' clients, according to Ma- 
gee, are industrial, manufac- 
turing or sales corporations, 
which pay the company to 



monitor TV and radio in a spe- 
cific area to see how heavily 
a competitor i$ advertising^ 
William E. Cdlby, director pf 
the CIA, testified last we$£ 
that the CIA bad compiled 
files on 10,000 1 A m e r i c> n 
L citizens. \ 
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